1
The material in question relates to the Britannia Theatre on Hoxton High Street in the East End of London. This establishment had begun business as a saloon theatre in the early 1840s, gained a full licence as a theatre in 1858 and had been entertaining the local population ever since. 2 In the years immediately following the publication of Williams's advert shorter versions were occasionally reprinted in the same paper. 3 In many ways they marked the end of the Britannia Theatre's long history as a commissioning house. Where once the majority of the Hoxton institution's productions had been specially written for its stage, by the turn of the twentieth century this was no longer the case. The long managerial association with one family -first Samuel Lane, then his widow, the actress Sara Lane, and finally her nephews Samuel and Alfred Lane Crauford -had come to an end in 1903. Now owned by Janice Norwood 2 entrepreneur Thomas Barrasford, the theatre was operating as a music hall presenting variety acts and sketches, not original full-length drama. Thus there was no need to retain the copyright for its old material. Williams (1844 Williams ( -1915 , who was a comic actor, asserts he purchased the 'Library' from Alfred Lane Crauford in 1904. 4 Unfortunately he does not state the agreed sum but the adverts show he was seeking to make a return on his investment. February 1864 it is listed as one of four plays for which he received a payment of £17.
Then on 27 March 1867 he earned £9 for the same drama and a burlesque. 21 The reason for this double payment is not known but the play was licensed in April 1867
and first produced as part of the Britannia's Easter entertainments later that month.
22
A notable feature of many of the manuscript assignments is that the dramatist's signature is made over an adhesive stamp or, in a few cases, an embossed duty stamp. Legal documents transferring interests in property were liable to tax, paid to the revenue authorities by buying stamps. 
27
An important question that needs to be asked in relation to the Assignments Book is how comprehensive is its coverage of the purchasing activity of the theatre?
Due to its age and the conglomerate nature of the volume it would not be surprising if
at least a few items had become detached over time. This proves to be the case as two 
